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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir/Madam: 

This Preliminary Amendment modifies the Utility Patent Application filed herewith. 
Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claim 1 without prejudice. 
Please add claims 2-47 as follows: 



2. A distributed computer system comprising: 

a source endnode participating in a multicast group and including: 
a source process which produces message data; 

a send work queue having work queue elements that describe the message data 
for multicasting; 

multiple destination endnodes participating in the multicast group, each destination 
endnode including: 

a destination process; and 

a receive work queue having work queue elements that describe where to 
place incoming message data; 

communication fabric providing communication between the source endnode and the 
multiple destination endnodes; and 

multiple end-to-end contexts, each end-to-end context having a portion storing state 
information at the source node and a portion storing state information at a corresponding one 
of the destination endnodes to ensure the reception and sequencing of message data multicast 
from the source endnode to the corresponding one of the destination endnodes, wherein a 
reliable multicast comprises a series of replicated unicasts of message data though the send 



